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School-Parent-Teacher Compact 

Margaret Harris Comprehensive School
2014 -2015
October 10, 2014
Draft
Dear Parent/Guardian,

Margaret Harris Comprehensive School students participating in the Title I, Part A program, and their families, agree that this compact outlines how the parents, the entire school staff, and the students will share the responsibility for improved student academic achievement as well as describes how the school and parents will build and develop a partnership that will help children achieve the state’s high standards.

To understand how working together can benefit your child, it is first important to understand our district’s and school’s goals for student academic achievement.  

DeKalb County School District’s Bridge Initiative Goals:
I. Identify, support, and recognize high-achieving, marginal, and under-performing students

II. Enhance the effectiveness of district-level and school-level leaders and teachers to inspire, teach, and train 

III. Build capacities of parents, adult guardians, and mentors to support and improve student performance and academic success

Margaret Harris Comprehensive School Goals:

Our primary goal is to improve communication and environmental access skills for all students through the integration of technology and collaborative efforts to support individualized objectives across the curriculum.
Margaret Harris Comprehensive School Teachers will gather data on IEP objectives in the areas of communication and cognitive skills (environmental access/control) and assess current skill levels and to monitor progress. They will also monitor student performance on Georgia Alternate Assessment (GAA). 

2013 to 2014 Objectives & Progress:  
1. All students in grades P-12 will exhibit a minimum of 5% progress on communication and cognitive IEP objectives that are integrated in activities that address grade-level Common Core Performance Standards.  Spring, 2014 data reflects failure to meet this objective.  Sixty-five percent of the student population met this objective (as opposed to 100%).
2. By the end of the 2014 – 2015 school year, 95 percent of students participating in GAA (enrolled in K, 3-8 and 11th grade) will meet or exceed “established” level across all content areas. Spring, 2014 data reflects failure to meet this objective.  Seventy-four percent of students met this objective (as opposed to 95%).
3. All students in grades P-12 will exhibit a minimum of 5% progress on the communication objective that is supported by parents through the “homework program.” Spring, 2014 data reflects failure to meet this objective.  Seventy-three percent of students met this objective (as opposed to 100%).
2014 to 2015 Objectives:
1. Increase the percentage of students (P-12) meeting or exceeding projected performance on IEP communication objectives as measured by end-of-IEP period data by at least 5 percent.

2. Increase the percentage of students (P-12) meeting or exceeding projected performance on IEP cognitive objectives as measured by end-of-IEP period data by at least 5 percent.

3. Increase the percentage of students enrolled in K, 3-8 and 11th grades meeting or exceeding the “established” level on GAA across all content areas by 5 percent.  

4. Increase the percentage of students (P-12) making progress on the communication objective that is supported by parents through the “homework program” by 5 percent
To help your child meet the district and school goals, the school, you, and your child will work together to:
School Responsibilities:

Margaret Harris Comprehensive School will: 

1. Provide high quality curriculum and instruction in a supportive and effective learning environment that enables the participating children to meet the state’s student academic achievement standards by:

· Ensure access to the general curriculum across grade appropriate content areas
· Emphasize the teaching and learning of communication and environmental access skills for all students

· Integrate communication and cognitive skills development across the curriculum and throughout the school day for all students

· Promote opportunities for parent involvement in the school as well as a joint commitment to address specific communication and environmental access skills development for all students through a “homework program”
· Integrate the expertise of families and school staff to ensure educational excellence that benefits the student in the school, home and community environments

2. Hold parent-teacher conferences during which this compact will be discussed as it relates to the individual child’s achievement.  
              Parent/Teacher conferences will be held annually to address student progress on IEP goals and 


objectives, assessment data, and supportive efforts as it relates to the School-Parent Compact.  Parents will also 


have numerous opportunities to meet with teachers as they are invited to school-wide events, Title I Parent 


Involvement Activities, IEP meetings, Community-based Instruction, and at least one home visit during the 


school year as agreed by parent.  Parents may also request a meeting with the teacher during the school year.

3.
Provide parents with frequent reports on their children’s progress. 

Six week progress reports and report cards will be sent to parents (as scheduled by DCSD) via the student’s book bag, GAA results will be mailed to parents each summer, and teachers will send home daily reports in each student’s notebook.  Teachers will also contact parents via telephone as needed to report student progress or other significant information.  
4. Provide parents reasonable access to staff.  

               Parent/Teacher conferences will be held at annually to address student progress on IEP goals and 


objectives, assessment data, and supportive efforts as it relates to the School-Parent Compact.  Parents will also 


have numerous opportunities to meet with teachers as they are invited to school-wide events, Title I Parent 


Involvement Activities, IEP meetings, Community-based Instruction, and at least one home visit during the 


school year as agreed by parent.  Parents may also request a meeting with the teacher or other school staff 

              (administrator, physical therapist, occupational therapist, speech/language pathologist, vision teacher, 

              psychologist or social worker throughout the school year.

5. Provide parents opportunities to volunteer and participate in their child’s class and to observe classroom activities as follows: 

Parents may volunteer to serve in their child’s classroom and they may also accompany the class on community outings (CBI).  Teachers will notify parents of CBI and invite them to attend.  Parents may observe in the classroom, given advance notice, for 20 minute increments and when accompanied by an administrator.  
Parent Responsibilities:

I/We, as (a) parent(s), will: engage with their child in a communication activity.  Strategies may include demonstrating exactly how to complete the activity (modeling), giving many opportunities for success (repetition) and/or providing assistance as needed. Parents will provide comments on student progress and return to school weekly.
Student Responsibilities:  Student will attend and interact during the communication activity. They will respond in their own mode to demonstrate their participation.

Please review this School-Parent Compact with your child.  This School-Parent Compact will be discussed with you throughout the year at different school-family events as we work together to help your child succeed in school. 

Please sign and date below to acknowledge that you have read, received, and agree to this School-Parent Compact.  Once signed, please return the form to your child’s teacher.  We look forward to our school-parent partnership! 
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Date: 


Parent/Guardian Signature: 
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Mr. Michael L. Thurmond


Superintendent





Interim Superintendent





Dr. Cheryl L. Rhodes


Principal





Interim Superintendent








“Victory in Every Classroom”

www.dekalb.k12.ga.us

